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First Visiting Research Consultant at Duke Laboratory 


With a visit during October from Prof. 
Rémy Chauvin, biologist from the Sor- 
bonne, the Parapsychology Laboratory at 
Duke has initiated its program of Visiting 
Research Consultantships. This plan was 
designed to bring to the 
Laboratory, for a month 
or more, outstanding pro- 
fessional men from other 
fields, from whose pres- 
ence the research staff 
and the University com- 
munity are most likely to 
profit. 

In addition to his Sor- 
bonne connection, Dr. 
Chauvin is also Director 
of Research at the French 
Ministry of Agricuiture, 
where he has been in 
charge of the National 
Bee Research Labora- 
tory. Although still un- 
der 50, he is the author of 
over 150 scientific papers and four books ; 
one of the latter is a 900-page work on 
insect physiology, and another, a volume 
on the social behavior of animals. His 
main interest in biology is the study of 
animal behavior, but as his book, The God 
of the Scientist, indicates, he is not re- 
stricted to narrow confines of thinking. 

Dr. Chauvin has long been a student of 
parapsychology, and about five years ago 
he began some exploratory ESP experi- 
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ments, as a side interest, with his family. 
Reports of some of his psi experiments 
have already appeared in the Journal of 
Parapsychoiogy. One, comparing differ- 
ent locations of the subject with respect 
to the targets, appeared 
in December, 1959; an- 
other, which compared 
the effect of size of tar- 
get symbols, came out in 
September of this year. 
Several others are in 
progress toward publica- 
tion. One of these deals 
with conparisons of tar- 
get screens made of dif- 
ferent substances; an- 
other is a PK (dice) 
project; and a third a 
unique geographic test of 
ESP. 
One notabie character- 
“heuvin work 
is the primary uttention 
given to the motivation. qually 
distinctive is hienly *::axinative mode 
of approach to ihe stixly of elusive psi 
faculty—an approach which represents, 
perhaps, a combination of the naturalist 
and the scientist, ssibly with some 
peculiarly Gallic elements. It is, at least, 
distinctive and, as wili be evident in pub- 
lished work, productive as well. 
Prof. Chauvin is a member of the Para- 
psychological Association. 
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A Brief Report of a Journey to the U.S.S.R. 
By Dr. Milan Ryzl, Prague 


During the period from October 8 to 
October 20, 1961, I visited three chief cen- 
ters of parapsychological research in the 
U.S.S.R.—Kiev, Leningrad, and Moscow. 

In Kiev I gave a lecture entitled “The 
Research on Psi Phengmena—A New 
Branch of Natural Science” in the De- 
partment of Biocybernetics of the Com- 
puting Center of the Ukrainian Academy 


of Sciences. 

In Leningrad I paid a complimentary 
visit to the Rector of the University of 
Leningrad, A. D. Alexandrov, thanks to 
whose understanding Prof. L. L. Vasiliev 
was able to establish a laboratory for re- 
search on telepathy, affiliated with the 
University. Afterwards I lectured in 
Prof. Vasiliev’s laboratory on “The Ap- 
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plication of Hypnosis in Parapsychologi- 


cal Research.” The lecture was followed 
by discussions with the members of Prof. 
Vasiliev’s study group. 

Later I had long discussions with para- 
psychologists living in Moscow, and I 
gave a lecture in the Department of Psy- 
chology of the University of Moscow, 
_ describing my experimental results. 

In discussions with Russian parapsy- 
chologists I learned that in the U.S.S.R. 
parapsychology is still not considered by 
all scientists to be as deserving of respect 
and support as many other branches of 
science. Nevertheless, Russian parapsy- 
chologists have achieved progress in this 
direction. 

Leningrad 

At the University of Leningrad, a lab- 
oratory for the study of telepathy was 
established in 1960 by Prof. Vasiliev and 
is supported froni state funds. At the time 
of my visit Prof. Vasiliev had just moved 
his laboratory to new and more spacious 
rooms, and he is now equipping it with 
necessary apparatus. Prof. Vasiliev is 
presently working on two books describ- 
ing his experimental results, and he ex- 
pects these to be published probably in 
1962. 

In Prof. Vasiliev’s laboratory there are 
already several persons who carry out 
research in telepathy as full-time workers. 
In addition, there are a number of other 
outstanding scientists associated with the 
research work in this laboratory. Among 
them are Prof. P. V. Terentiev, Prof. 
Pervov, Dr. P. I. Gulyaev, and Dr. P. I. 
Bull. 

A student at the University of Lenin- 
grad, Rada Granovskaya, has, under the 
guidance of Prof. Vasiliev, completed and 
successfully defended a parapsychological 
thesis entitled “Concerning the Electro- 
magnetic Emanations from the Brain.” 

Strong groups of parapsychologists in 
Moscow and Kiev are trying to obtain the 
official recognition and support required 
to establish laboratories similar to that 
of Prof. Vasiliev. 

Moscow 

The senior parapsychologist in Moscow 
is Dr. B. B. Kazhinsky whose experi- 
mental work is chiefly concerned with the 
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electromagnetic theory of telepathy. He 
and his pupil E. K. Naumov have recently 
devoted much energy to preparing the 
ground for the establishment of a lab- 
oratory which could work on telepathy 
with special attention to the possibilities 
of practical application (e.g., in peda- 
gogy). Among other Moscow scientists 
working in telepathy, attention should be 
drawn to Dr. D. G. Mirza who, more than 
10 years ago, worked experimentally in 
telepathy research as an assistant to Prof. 
S. Ya. Turlygin, and E. T. Faddeev. The 
latter recently completed the reading of 
the first series of lectures on parapsy- 
chology in the University of Moscow. 

In addition to these more active ex- 
ponents of parapsychology in Moscow 
there are other eminent scientists active- 
ly interested in this field and willing to 
introduce its findings into their own fields 
of study. 

Kiev 

The Kiev group is trying to achieve 
official recognition by the Ukrainian Acad- 
emy of Sciences. Most active here are a 
young mathematician, L. I. Plushch, and 
Dr. Yu. L. Petrov, who, in 1960, pub- 
lished in the Ukrainian language a book 
on yoga training. Dr. Petrov’s experi- 
mental work, as far as it concerns para- 
psychology, deals chiefly with the physi- 
ological aspects of the practice of yoga. 

In other cities in the U.S.S.R also, such 
as Omsk, Sochi, Odessa, and Kharkov, 
there are scientists interested in problems 
of parapsychology, but as yet no results of 
their work have been reported. 

It is noteworthy that in the U.S.S.R, 
research in parapsychology is now con- 
fined to the investigation of telepathy. As 
the first concern of Russian scientists is 
to achieve control over psi phenomena, 
they have shown interest in the descrip- 
tion of my work with hypnosis and may 
be expected to repeat my experiments. 
This should give them no difficulty since 
among the Russian parapsychologists are 
several experienced hypnotists (e.g., Bull, 
Pervov). 

Russian Theories 

Russian scientists have also given at- 
tention to working hypotheses regarding 
the nature of telepathy. Some of them 
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insist that telepathy consists in the trans- 
mission of signals on the basis of electro- 
magnetic waves, but they are vague as to 
the length of these waves. 

The majority of Russian parapsy- 
chologists, however, seem to accept a 
more elastic view. They suppose that 
the mechanism of the telepathic transfer 
is roughly as follows: It is not the 
thought itself which leaves the brain and 
is propagated through space, but only the 
“information about the thought process of 
the agent.” This information is projected 
by means of an unknown mechanism 
into the “psi field” through which it is 
propagated till it reaches the percipient’s 
brain. There this information, again by 
means of an unknown converting mecha- 
nism, induces the corresponding thought 
process. 

As may be seen, these Russian para- 
psychologists postulate the existence of a 
new field, a “psi field.” But they agree 


it is premature to attempt to identify the 
nature of this psi field at the present state 
of knowledge. They generally agree that 


it is probably some type of unknown 
physical field. The analogical idea pre- 
vails that as an electromagnetic field is 
. composed of an electric and a magnetic 
component, so the “psi field” probably 
consists also of electric and magnetic 
components, and probably also of a third 
component of undiscovered character. 
The possibility of interaction among all 
three components of the “psi field” leads 
them to the conviction that it will be pos- 
sible, eventually, to detect and observe psi 
processes going on in this field on the 
basis of their associated electromagnetic 
effects. 

Scientists from various fields in the 
U.S.S.R. take part in the research in para- 
psychology—e.g., physiologists, psycholo- 
gists, psychiatrists, biologists, and mathe- 
maticians. It is interesting to note, how- 
ever, that the problems of parapsychology 
have chiefly aroused the interest of phys- 
iologists and cyberneticists. This fact 
suggests that in Russia different and prob- 
ably more distinctive ways of approach 
to the research of psi phenomena will be 
started than those in Western Europe and 
the U.S.A. Russian parapsychologists 


are, however, pretty well acquainted with 
the achievements of western parapsy- 
chologists, notably with the research done 
in the U.S.A., England, and France. 

In spite of the fact that in the U.S.S.R. 
there are still, as elsewhere, many scien- 
tists who are in serious doubt with re- 
spect to the importance of parapsy- 
chology, or at least are unfamiliar with its 
results, one important fact is clearly 
evident: the interest of a number of 
scientists in the problems of parapsy- 
chology is strong and vivid, and the 
number is continually increasing. These 
scientists agree that the research on psi 
phenomena is an important part of the 
study of nature and are ready and willing 
to advance it. 


The Fourtin Annual P. A. 
Convention 


General comment on the convention of 
the Parapsychological Association, held 
in New York City on September 7-9, 
indicates satisfaction with the signs of 
progress in the field. It will be recalled 
that there has been a progressive feeling 
of improvement as these annual conven- 
tions have passed. he registered at- 
tendance was 43 members and 44 guests, 
whereas the preceding convention had 32 
members and 21 guests. 

The program of 18 formal papers con- 
tained 13 experimental reports, and one- 
third of the 18 were by foreign members. 
One of the livelier sessions was the 
“research briefs,” which included 12 in- 
formal presentations of research in prog- 
ress. There were, in addition, two 
scheduled symposia on topics of current 
research interest and two lectures, the 
Presidential Address by Dr. Karlis Osis 
and a dinner address by Prof. Michael 
Scriven of Indiana University. 

During the business meeting, the Presi- 
dent announced the establishment of the 
Parapsychological Convention Award, 
which will provide the sum of $500 toward 
the travel expenses of a foreign member 
to present to the Annual Convention a 
research paper of outstanding quality. 

It was also announced that the 1962 
convention would be held at Duke Uni- 
versity in early September. 
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Travels and Exchanges 

Professor H. N. Banerjee, Director of 
the Seth Sohan Lal Memorial Institute of 
Parapsychology at Rajasthan, India, spent 
three months (March, April, May) at the 
Parapsychology Laboratory at Duke as a 
Visiting Research Fellow. 

Mr. Alan Mayne of the Research Staff 
of Leeds University, spent July . and 
August at the Duke Laboratory, as did 
also Dr. Inge Strauch of the Institut fir 
Grenzgebiete der Psychologie und Psy- 
chohygiene of Frieburg. Both were Visit- 
ing Research Fellows. 

Mr. H. H. Jirgen Keil, graduate stu- 
dent in psychology from the University 
of Tasmania at Hobart, is spending the 
year .at the Duke Laboratory. He is 
supperted in part by a Duke University 
Graduate School Fellowship and in part 
by the Visiting Research Fellowship Pro- 
gram of the Laboratory. 

Dr. Brenio Onetto of the Department 
of Psychiatry, University of Chile, in 
Santiago, has been granted a one-year 
extension of his fellowship to the Duke 
Laboratory by the Organization of Ameri- 
can States. 

During August and September there 
were visits of shorter duration to the 
Laboratory at Duke by -Prof. Hans J. 
Bender of the University of Freiburg, 
Prof. Hans Heyn of the Technical Uni- 
versity of Delft, and Prof. J. M. J. Kooy 
of the Dutch Military Academy. In addi- 
tion to demonstrations, discussions, and 
other exchanges, all three lectured to the 
Laboratory staff and community. 

Books 

In Hidden Channels of the Mind (Wm. 
Sloane Assoc., New York) Dr. Louisa E. 
Rhine presents for the general reader the 
results of her study of spontaneous para- 
psychical happenings. 

The late Dr. Louis K. Anspacher’s 
Challenge of the Unknown is appearing 
in a new American edition (Hill and 
Wang, New York). 

A new condensation of F. W. H. Myers’ 
Human Personality and Its Survival of 
Bodily Death by Susy Smith, with a fore- 
word by Aldous Huxley, has been pub- 


lished by University Books, New York. 

A paperback edition of William Mc- 
Dougall’s Body and Mind has been pub- 
lished by Beacon Press of Boston, with a 
new preface by Jerome S. Bruner. 

Prof. H. G. McCurdy’s book on the 
psychology of personality, The Personal 
World, (Harcourt, Brace and World, 
Inc., New York) has a chapter which 
deals considerably with parapsychology, 
indicating the author’s own “intuitive ap- 
proach” to personality in general. 

Prof. C. J. Ducasse’s philosophical 
treatise on the subject of survival has 
appeared under the title A Critical Exami- 
nation of the Belief in a Life after Death 
(C. C Thomas, Springfield). A more 
popular treatment of the subject of sur- 
vival has been made by Dr. S. Ralph 
Harlow in his book, A Life After Death 
(Doubleday, New York). 

Events 

Two fellowships in parapsychology are 
being offered by the Department of Psy- 
chology, City College of New York, for 
graduate work leading to the master’s 
degree in psychology. Each fellowship 
provides $1500 and free tuition. Recipi- 
ents must qualify for matriculation in the 
graduate program of the Department of 
Psychology, must meet all course require- 
ments for the M.A., and must conduct 
research in parapsychology for their 
master’s theses. For information and ap- 
plication forms, write to: Dr. Gertrude 
Schmeidler, Dept. Psychology, City Col- 
lege of New York, N. Y. The closing 
date for applications is March 1, 1962. 

The periodical Psychological Abstracts 
has recognized the subject of parapsy- 
chology by giving it a heading of its own, 
instead of, as hitherto has been the prac- 
tice, allocating its items under various 
other headings. 

Other notable developments are in the 
making. Several grants of funds have 
been made in recent months for research 
scholarship aid in parapsychology, and 
several new research centers are being 
established in and out of the universities. 
Official releases on these items are not yet 
available. 


The PARAPSYCHOLOGY Buttetin, issued quarterly, is sent to all Journal of Parapsychology subscribers. 
Others may subscribe for $1 a year by applying to the Parapsychology Bulletin, College Station, Durham, 


orth Carolina. 
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